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Whence comes life?  

Not a single process,
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but a conflagration of creativity from many quarters.
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Life is the convergence of essiental elements.
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Such a convergence happened, long

before memory, to create a single tree.

A curly elm whose culrs, through the years, were shaped by the

endless currents of breeze, mudslide, river and flame, until it was a 

living sculpture of great complexity and dimensions.
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myriad cretures,

a spectacle beyond 

immediate comprehension,

and an instrument whose 

robust song was 
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its gnarled roots.
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Many years after the tree had grown to maturity, a town began to emerge within sight of its highest branches.

It was a small town at first: a few travelers who had grown weary of the reoad, pleased by the gentle sway of 

the grasses in the surrounding hills and the comforting murmur of a nearby brook
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It was into this town that the girl, Sylvia, was born.  Sylvia was a curious child, with both a keen eye and a 

discerning ear that caught the attention of her parents and her neighbors.
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She could hear thunder

 from miles away,

and so was always the first to know 

 if a storm was coming.

She could see a wagon

 on the far side of the valley
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She also had an unusually 

beautiful singing voice.  

It could cause a person to stop 

in their tracks

and forget whatever it was 

they happened to be doing.
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Sylvia was nothing, if not an explorer.  She rarely took anybody's word for something, but always had 

to find out for herself.  More than a few times, this got her into trouble and caused the adults around her 

to shake their heads.  But when Sylvia discovered something on her own, she knew it to be so with all 

her heart (which was big, believe you me).B
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One day, a butterfly crossed Sylvia's path. It was a large and unusually

 colored butterfly
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and it seemed to know just where

 it was going.
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All the other butterflies Sylvia had run 

across seemed to flit around aimlessly,

so this one intrigued her.
She decided to follow it.
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In the middle of the clearing was a giant, old, misshapen tree, with thick foliage so high that it seemed to go on forever.

Sylvia could tell by its great knobbly trunk that this was the very tree the townsfolk called "The Nightmare Tree."
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But Sylvia was too fascinated too be scared off by such stories. She had to discover for herself 

what wonders this tree hid. So she went right up to its sinewy bark and looked very closely.

Crawling and hopping through each groove in the trunk were dozens of busy, beautiful ladybugs.
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 careful not to step on any ladybugs, 
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Just above her, she heard a curious knocking noise.
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Two of the handsomest red and black woodpeckers

 Sylvia had ever seen,

beating out a curious duet.
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Syliva circled around the trunk , and climbed up two more branches.
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A little higher up, she began to hear the scurrying sound of squirrels.
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The roller coaster shaped

 branches of the tree

&

#
#

#

&

#
#

#

∑

B
#
#

#

∑ ∑

?#
#

#
solo

mp

?#
#

#

Ó

‰ œ

j

˙ ™ w

‰

œ

œ ˙ ™ w

w w

≈ œ œ ˙ ™ w

œ œ
œ

œn œn
œ

œ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ œ
œ

œ œ
œn

œ œ
œ

œ
œ

œ
œ ˙

Ó

œ
œ œ#

œ
œ

œ#
œ œ

w w

Œ

≈ œ œ ˙ ™ ≈ œ œ ˙ ™

œ
œ œ

œ
œ#

œ
œ

œ

Ó

Ó

œ
œ

œ# œ œ
œ œ œ w

w w

=

=

49



°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

°

¢

305

Nar.

Fl.

Cl.

Vln. I

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

307

Nar.

Fl.

Cl.

Vln. I

Vln. II

Vla.

Vc.

Db.

& ∑
made a perfect playground for them,

&

#
#

#

&

#
#

#

∑

&

#
#

#

∑

B
#
#

#

∑ ∑

?#
#

#
∑

?#
#

#

&
and their scampering games of tag seemed like boundless fun.
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Anxious to uncover more of the tree's secrets,
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The sturdy branches of the old tree seemed

 almost happy to hold her weight.
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Nearing the top, Sylvia began to spy tree sparrows
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Finally, Sylvia reached the top. 
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As she poked her head just above the leaves, Sylvia, with her extremely keen eyes, saw more 

than she ever had before.
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She could see valleys beyond valleys, and rivers flowing into more rivers.
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She also saw her village.
She had never seen 

it all at once before.
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Every garden and pond. Friends and neighbors greeting 

eachother as they went about.
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Sylvia wanted to stay longer, but the sun 

was beginning to set.

She carefully made her way back down to the ground.
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She sang a fond farewell to the tree that had shown her so much
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As soon as Sylvia returned to the village, she began to tell her friends and family all about the incredible tree she 

had found,  and all its hidden wonders. But her parents instantly scolded her for going near such a frightful and 

evil thing, while her friends and neighbors regarded her with even more odd looks and mistrust than they had before.
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But her parents simply responded by forbidding her to ever go near the tree again.
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Four nights later, Sylvia saw some clouds gathering in the distance.  But they were more ominous than ordinary 

storm clouds. Much darker and bigger.  They seemed to have sharp. jagged edges.  They were moving fast, 

much faster than usual.In fact, by the time she told her mother and father about them, the first heavy raindrops 

were already starting to fall.
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By the time the storm was over, dawn was beginning to break.  Sylvia felt sick.  A deep melancholy had 

overtaken her. She joined some of the townsfolk who were venturing out into the forest to survey the damage. 

She was planning on making her way to the tree for comfort, but she knew what she would find even before 

she got there.
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The Magnificent tree had been destroyed by the storm.

No longer was it a home for the purposeful ladybugs, 

the rhythmic woodpeckers, the playful squirrels or

loving sparrows
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All that was left was a deformed stump and a massive trunk stretched out on the gound, it's top branches lost 

in the surrounding thicket.
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The townsfolk rejoiced at this turn of events, bu Sylvia was devastated.  No longer could she seek solace and 

inspiration from this tree that had been bursting withe life and possibility.  But her neighbors jeered at her tears.  "

Why mourn for such a disfigured monstrosity? It's better now that it's out of our sight.  No longer do we have 

to fear its ill-omened shadow, or the feasome creatures that dwelt in its branches."
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But Sylvia could not join in

 the town's revelry,

her sorrow was too great. The townsfolk ridiculed

 her for this,

not allowing her to express

 the depth of her despair.
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The result was that she lost the ability

 to express any emotion at all,
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and her once beautiful voice 

was silenced altogether.
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A few weeks after the storm, a master luthier traveled to town.  There were plenty of felled trees in the 

area to choose from for woods for his lutes, guitars, celli and violins.  He seemed to spend a particularly 

long time examining and cutting timber from Sylvia's tree.  He was a gentle looking man, with a twinkle 

in his eye, and a smile for Sylvia as he walked past. B
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One year passed.  For Sylvia, it was a very quiet year.  No singing, no one she could espress her sadness 

to, no joy.  Just a dull memory of a tree long dead.

Into this silence, the luthier appeared in the village once more.  This time he had a dozen exquisitely 

carved insturments in tow. Once he had parked his wagon in the town, he set out right away to find Sylvia. 

Her melancholic face, with no outlet for expression, had never left his memory, and he had spent much of 

the turning seasons building a particular violin with her in mind.

When he found her, she showed no interest in his violin.  But he persisted.  When he finally put it in her 

hands just to hold, she had to admit that there was something about it that intrigued her  It was unlike any 

instrument she had seen - as smooth as water, as light as air, smelling of the earth, and with wood grain 

patterns that danced like fire beneath the shiny finish .

And it had a song.  Not so you could hear it, but Sylvia knew it was there.  She could feel it. 

Sylvia stretched out her hands to touch this bit of wood and magic.  The luthier gave her a bow. 

She drew it across one of the strings...
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The sound brought out a sadness in her 

that she had forgotten.  She tried playing

the note again...
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This time it seemed louder, 

almost as if two people 

were playing...
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She started to play again, 

just playing that one note 

over and over again.
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People started 

to take notice.
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The more she played, the 

fuller her sound became.

It was a sad and lonely sound.
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But as she continued to 

play, the sadness became 

less and less lonely...
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until all the sadness she had 

kept bottled up inside her 

started to come out with the 

force of a flood...
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She tried a few more 

simple notes.
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It was clear that there was something unusual about this instrument, and that an uncanny bond was beginning to 

form between it and Sylvia.  Sylvia's parents had not seen her looking so alive for a year, and promptly bought the 

violin.
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Every day after that, Sylvia could 

not be seen without the violin in her 

hands.
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She began to experiment 

with pressing the fingers

of her left hand on the strings,
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adding more notes to her melody.
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Before long, 

Sylvia's melody

was getting fuller 

and fuller...
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Soon the townsflok could be heard humming or singing it to themselves 

and to each other, as they went about their daily business.
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Some villagers found instruments they hadn't played in years, and began adding a new color to the sound...
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Some hadn't played in a very many years...
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Eventually, Sylvia knew, without a doubt, 

that the old tree was still with her.  It was 

in the wood and spirit of this violin.

And without anyone quite realizing it, the song had turned 

from one of sadness to one of joy.  Even the townspeople 

could sense it.  They now knew that this tree had indeed 

been magnificent and full of life.  They could hear it in the music.
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One day, Sylvia suggested that they all give a concert in homage to the tree - back in the clearing where it once 

grew.  Everyone loved the idea and quickly made preparations.
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Somehow, all of the elements had begun to converge in this one 

clearing, adding their voices to the tree's song, making it richer 

and more glorious.
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Finally, the song was over.
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People slowly made their 

way back home,

more contented, peaceful, and alive with a 

feeling of oneness 

with the earth

than they had felt in many years.
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At last only Sylvia 

was left.
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As she put her violin and bow down to rest, her eyes gazed at the spot where the tree had once stood. 

There, emergning from a mound of earth and rotting stump, was a new sapling.  She hadn't noticed it before, 

but it was as vibrant with possibility as it was small.
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As she sat there, she 

began to hear a new song.

One growing from 

the old one.
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